
Before the Board of Zoning Adjustment, D. C.  

Application N o .  11690 of Ga l l i l ee  Bapt is t  Church, pursuant t o  
Section 8207.1 of the Zoning Regulations fo r  variances to  
permit the construct ion of a church a s  provided by Sections 
3303.1, 3303.1 and 3304.1 of the regulat ions which would 
allow 100% l o t  occupancy of the proposed s t ruc ture  which is  
located i n  a R-4 D i s t r i c t  a t  1200 Const i tut ion Avenue, N. E.,  
Lots 833, 838, 839, 840, Square 1010. 

HEARING DATE: August 21, 1974 
EXECUTIVE SESSION: August 2 7 ,  1974 

F I N D I N G S  OF FACT: 

1. The appl icant  proposed t o  construct  a church which 
would cover 100% of the subject  property. 

2 .  The subject  property i s  located i n  the R-4 D i s t r i c t ,  
which i s  r e s i d e n t i a l  i n  nature  and permits conversions of 
single-family dwellings t o  dwellings fo r  two or  more famil ies  
with ce r t a in  area r e s t r i c t i o n s .  This D i s t r i c t  i s  not an 
apartment house d i s t r i c t  because conversion of ex is t ing  
s t ruc tu res  is  control led by a minimum l o t  area per family 
requirement . 

3. Churches a re  permitted a s  a use a s  a matter of r i g h t  
i n  a l l  zone D i s t r i c t s ,  however, a l l  height  bulk and area 
r e s t r i c t i o n s  apply t o  churches a s  s t ruc tures .  

4. The Zoning Regulations a t  Section 3304.1, require  the 
appl icant  t o  provide a rear  yard of  20 f e e t  and l i m i t  l o t  
occupancy to  60 per cent.  

5. The appl icant  t e s t i f i e d  a t  Public Hearing t h a t  a 
p rac t i ca l  d i f f i c u l t y  e x i s t s  t o  the church, by reason t h a t  
i t  ha,s outgrown i t s  present church f a c i l i t y  because of increase 
i n  church enrollment. 

6. The Capitol  H i l l  Restoration Society supports the 
appl icant ' s  proposal and s t a t ed  by l e t t e r  t o  the Board, t ha t  
because of the spec ia l  use proposed by the appl icant ,  and 
the apparent need of the church's congregation, t h a t  an undue 
hardship would r e s u l t  from s t r i c t  appl icat ion of the Zoning 
Regulations because of the p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  involved. 
The society fur ther  s t a t ed  t h a t  the proposed s t r u c t u r e  would 
not de t r ac t  from or have an adverse a f f e c t  on the neighborhood. 
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7 .  There was no opposit ion reg is te red  a t  the P u b l i c  
Hearing . 
CONCLUSIONS OF LAW: 

Based upon the above f indings,  the Board concludes t h a t  
the appl icant  has not es tabl ished the necessary proof t o  
support the requested variance as required by Section 8207.11 
of the Zoning Regulations. It  i s  the opinion of the Board, 
t h a t  the increase of church members i s  not  i n  t h i s  case pecul iar  
and exceptional p rac t i ca l  d i f f i c u l t y  within the meaning of 
the variance clause (8207.11). In  addi t ion,  the Board concludes 
t h a t  the grant ing of variances which would allow a 100% l o t  
occupancy i n  the R-4 Zone which has a primary purpose t o  
s t ab i l i ze  remaining one-family dwelling, would impair the 
in t en t ,  purpose and i n t e g r i t y  of the zone plan a s  embodied 
i n  the Zoning Regulations and Map. 

ORDERED : 

That the above appl icat ion be DENIED. 

VOTE : 

5-0 

BY ORDER OF THE D. C .  BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED BY: 
JAMES E .  MILLER 

Secretary t o  the Board 

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: O C T  0 3 1974 


